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If the Internet can reach the middle of the Amazon jungle, then it can probably reach
anywhere.

That's why Intel has decided to provide wireless Internet access to the remote Brazilian
city of Parintins, which is home to 114,000 people on an island in the Amazon river. Intel
Chairman Craig Barrett will christen the service today as an example of how the company
can bring the Internet to poorer regions of the world.

In the past couple of months, more than 60 employees from Intel and its partners have set
up the first high-speed wireless Internet connection in the city as a showcase for WiMax,
the long-range version of WiFi wireless Internet that Intel has championed. The project is
part of the Intel World Ahead philanthropic program, which seeks to bring wireless
Internet access to less-modern parts of the world over the next five years.

““If we can be successful here, we will replicate this in other isolated communities around
the world where electricity and telecommunications are unreliable," said Oscar Clarke,
general manager for Intel Brazil. **If Parintins can do it, it can be done anywhere."
Parintins is certainly isolated. There are no roads to the city. It can only be reached by a
12-hour boat ride from Manaus, the nearest large city, or by airplane. Two hydroelectric
plants supply electricity, but to only parts of the island.

The city needs Internet access in part for medical reasons, because it has only 32 doctors
and one hospital, Clarke said.

WiMax is particularly well suited in this case because one WiMax radio tower can cover
30 miles or so, giving coverage to the entire city. The 300-foot WiMax tower is connected
via a satellite link to the rest of the Internet.

Intel is donating a total of 65 computers to the hospital, a community center, and two local
schools. Of the 190 schools in the city, only one has Internet access right now.

The city started as a native Indian village and is now famous for its Parintins Folklore
Festival, which draws crowds from around the country. Barrett will fly into the city and
visit four locations, each of which has a WiFi wireless Internet network that links into the
WiMax network. Clarke said Intel was able to set up the network in just six weeks.
Other companies that assisted with the project include Cisco Systems, Proxim Wireless,
Brazilian long-distance provider Embratel, Brazilian telecommunications firm CPdQ,
Brazilian educational non-profit Bradesco Foundation, and the Amazonas State
University.

(Mercury news, Sep. 20, 2006 )
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It may not seem like it in the pedestrian-choked streets of Tokyo, but Japan is
about to get a lot less crowded. MThanks to a fertility rate that's dropped to 1.25

children per woman — well below the 2.1 needed to keep a population stable — the

number of Japanese is set to peak next yvear and then fall rapidly to 64 million, or half

the current population, by 2100. It's not just about elbow room: fewer babies mean fewer

young, productive workers to keep Japan’s economyv afloat, while the proportional

increase in the elderly population will severely strain social services. So @politicians

were ag happy as new fathers last week when the Ministry of Health, Labor and
Welfare reported that the number of Japanese births rose by 2.2% from January to June

- the first uptick in six years.

Don’t break out the cigars yet. Demographers say many of these new mothers
are the thirtysomething daughters of Japan’s postwar baby boomers, belatedly settling
down to marry and have kids now that the economy has finally revived. Their late start
means they're unlikely to produce the large broods Japan needs. @Ryuichi Kanekog, a
researcher at the National Institute of population and Social Security Research, says
there’s no escaping this demographic dearth: “We have a small number of young people
now, so even if each woman has a slightly greater number of children than before, there
wouldn’t be much change.” If he’s right, Japan’s population plunge will be impossible to
turn around. — By Bryan Walsh, Reported by Yuki Oda.

Time, Sep. 4, 2006
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Corporate social responsibility (CSR) is a concept whereby companies integrate social and environmental concerns in their business operations and in
their interaction with their stakeholders on a voluntary basis. It is about enterprises deciding to go beyond minimum legal requirements and obligations
stemnming from collective agreements in order to address societal needs. Through CSR, enterprises of all sizes, in cooperation with their stakeholders,
can help to reconcile economic, social and environmental ambitions. As such, CSR has become an increasingly important concept both globally and
within the EU, and is part of the debate about globalisation, competitiveness and sustainability. In Europe, the promotion of CSR reflects the need to
defend common values and increase the sense of solidarity and cohesion.

Since the end of the Cold War the market economy has prevailed throughout most of the world. While this has opened up new opportunities for business,
it also creates a corresponding need for self'limitation and mobilisation on the part of the business community, in the interest of social stability and the
well'being of modern democratic societies. Moreover, within the EU, better regulation and the promotion of entrepreneurial culture are now high on the
European agenda, as confirmed by the Commission’s 2006 Annual Progress Report on Growth and Jobs. The Commission is committed to promoting the
competitiveness of the European economy in the context of the relaunched Lisbon Partnership for Growth and Jobs. In turn it calls on the Buropean
business community to publicly demonstrate its commitment to sustainable development, economic growth and more and better jobs, and to step up its
commitment to CSR, including cooperation with other stakeholders. ®More than ever Europe needs active entrepreneurs, positive attitudes towards

entrepreneurship, and confidence and trust in business. Europe needs a public climate in which entrepreneurs are appreciated not just for making a

good profit but also for making a fair contribution to addressing certain societal challenges.

| " mw
Europe needs business to do what it does best: to provide products and services that add value for society and to deploy entrepreneurial spirit and
creativity towards value and employment creation. However Europe does not need just business but socially responsible business that takes its share of
responsibility for the state of European affairs. In its contribution to the March 2005 Spring Council, the Commission recognised that CSR “ can play a
key role in contributing to sustainable development while enhancing Europe’s innovative potential and competitiveness ” . In the Social Agenda, the
Commission announced that it would, in co-operation with Member States and stakeholders, present initiatives to further enhance the development and

transparency of CSR. In the revised Sustainable Development Strategy, the Commission called “ on the business leaders and other key stakeholders of
Burope to engage in urgent reflection with political leaders on the medium- and long-term policies needed for sustainability and propose ®ambitious

business responses which go beyond existing minimum legal requirements”.
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